Treatment.?Seeing that deglutition was in abeyance, and that the mucous membrane of the mouth and pharynx was in no way irritated, the tube of the stomach pump was carefully introduced, and a large quantity
During the first 12 hours, she complained of an intense burning pain over the abdomen, and of great thirst. Water gave her little or no relief; but olive oil abated the pain, and quenched the thirst. Her bowels were fully moved. The gastric pain continued for the first two weeks; but, during that time, it was daily becoming less ; and, on the 20th January, it was completely gone, when she resumed her work, though she still felt weak.
History.?From her own statement, it appears that she had had a quarrel with a friend, the result of which was that she determined to poison herself. For this purpose she entered a druggist's shop to ask for arsenic, but forgetting the correct name, and only being able to make several attempts to pronounce the word, the druggist refused to give it. Afterwards she returned, and asked for a pennyworth of poison for killing rats, and on being told that the jars containing it cost threepence each, she went away for the other twopence, and returned in half-an-hour with the money, and purchased the rat-poison. She The insensibility may be ascribed to the fumes of the phosphorus entering the lungs, the " sour choking smoke" which she felt, and, possibly, also the intense pain. There was a hysterical element in the case, which may have increased the symptoms at the outset of the poisoning, as on two occasions she had had hysterical fits.
